Source of material n-BuLi (13 ml, 21 mmol, 1.6 mol/l in hexane) was added dropwise to as olution of 1,3-bis(2'-pyridylimino)isoindolin (3.00 g, 10 mmol) in 100 ml of dry THF. The reaction mixture was stirred for 0.5 hour, and benzyl bromide (4 g, 23.4 mmol) was added. Areflux condenser was attached to the equipment and the mixture was kept at 80°C for 16 hours, while an orange colored solid precipitated. After cooling to room temperature the mixture was filtered and the solid purified by recrystallization from methanol/ether (1 :100) to yield orange needles (1.6 g, 29 %). Suitable crystals for X-ray structure determination were obtained from slow evaporation of aDMSO solution of the compound.
Discussion
The reaction of 1,3-bis(2'-pyridylimino)isoindolin (indH) with benzyl bromide in the presence of n-BuLi yields the zwitterionic compound (Bn 2ind)Br. The curiosity of this reaction is that instead of the N-substitution of the indole ring, the indH undergoes quaternization of the pyridine rings, as well as deprotonation of the indole ring. The final result is aw ater-soluble ionic compound, where the side pyridinium moieties are twisted in acertain way to make aspecific cavity around the imide Natom, which can serve as awell-protected space for metal ions and can stabilize low metal ion oxidation states as well. The crystal structure of the title compound consists of one 1,3-bis(N-benzyl-2'-pyridylimino)isoindolin cation with one bromide anion, and one water molecule as as olvate. The central dicyclic isoindolin bears the two N-benzyl-2 ' -pyridylimino substituents. The mean plane of the two pyridyl rings make dihedral angles of 156(4)°and 168°respectively with the mean plane defined by the isoindolin, while the two benzyl moieties make dihedrals angles of 112(4)°and 112(3)°with the two pyridyls. This conformation gives the cation part of the title compound an 'open clip' shape that allows the molecules to perfectly fit into each other within the crystal. Thus the isoindolins are involved into pp stacking contacts with the same moieties from symmetryrelated molecules. The benzyl and the pyridyl rings are also involved into p-p stacking interactions with benzyl and pyridyl of symmetry-related molecules as well as into CH/p contacts. 
